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SUBJECT: CIVIL SUIT AGAINST CHAIRMAN OF SCHOOL BOARD 

REF: GEORGETOWN 361 

1 . REFTEL REPORTED SUIT BY FORMER LOCAL EMPLOYEE OF 
GEORGETOWN AMERICAN SCHOOL AGAINST CHAIRMAN OF SCHOOL BOARD, 
MRS. MARY MUDGE, WHO IS ALSO WIFE OF AID DIRECTOR. BASIS 

OF SUIT IS CLAIM FOR COMPENSATION FOR SERVICES AS WATCHMAN. 
EMBASSY CITED FACT THAT AID DIRECTOR CARRIES DIPLOMATIC ID 
CARD (ALTHOUGH HE IS OFFICIALLY LISTED ON GOG DIPLOMATIC 
LIST AS "REPRESENTATIVE OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION") AS 
BASIS OF ITS STATED INTENTION TO PLEAD DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY 
ON BEHALF OF MRS. MUDGE, UNLESS OTHERWISE INSTRUCTED BY 
DEPARTMENT. 

2. IN DEPARTMENT'S VIEW, MRS. MUDGE HAS NO REPEAT NO CLAIM 
TO DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY. AS EMBASSY CLEARLY STATED, GOG HAS 
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NOT AGREED WITH USG TO EXTEND DIPLOMATIC STATUS TO AID PER- 
SONNEL AND THEIR DEPENDENTS. IN VIEW OF THIS FACT. DEPART 
MENT CANNOT SUPPORT CLAIM TO DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY IN THIS 
CASE. 

3. DEPARTMENT AGREES THAT IT WOULD BE BAD PRECEDENT FOR 
AMERICAN SCHOOL TO BE SUBJECT TO GUYANESE LEGAL JURISDIC- 
TION. DEPARTMENT PREPARED TO SUPPORT MOVE TO EXEMPT AMERI- 
CAN SCHOOL FROM LEGAL ACTIONS ON THE GROUND THAT IT IS AN 
OFFICIAL AGENCY OR INSTRUMENTALITY OF THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT AND LIMITS ITS ACTIVITIES IN GUYANA TO INSTRUC- 
TION OF DEPENDENTS OF OFFICIAL UNITED STATES PERSONNEL. 
OTHER U.S. CITIZENS. OR DEPENDENTS OF OFFICIAL PERSONNEL 

OF THIRD COUNTRIES. IN ORDER FOR DEPARTMENT TO DETERMINE 
HOW TO PROCEED IN THIS PARTICULAR ACTION, HOWEVER, WE 
MUST RECEIVE MORE SPECIFIC INFORMATION REGARDING CURRENT 
LEGAL REPRESENTATION OF AMERICAN SCHOOL PROVIDED BY LOCAL 
BARISTER J.T. CLARKE. IS CLARKE UNDER RETAINER BY SCHOOL 
OR EMBASSY? IF SO, HOW WAS THIS RELATIONSHIP ESTABLISHED? 

4. ONCE DEPARTMENT HAS THIS ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, IT 
WILL BE ABLE TO GIVE MORE SPECIFIC GUIDANCE ON ACTION, IF 
ANY, TO BE TAKEN BY EMBASSY IN THIS MATTER. PLEASE ADVISE 
BY RETURN CABLE SO THAT DEPARTMENT CAN AUTHORIZE ANY 
SPECIFIC REPRESENTATIONS BY LEGAL COUNSEL ON BEHALF USG. 
(NOTE: NO REPRESENTATIONS CAN BE MADE WITHOUT PRIOR 
APPROVAL.) INGERSOLL 
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